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7 N order to render this little Book as, uſeful as poſſible, and to 
reetify ſome miſlakes which the unlearned and unwary often 
fall into, I thought it neceſſary to acquaint you, that this Book, 


(among many others) was chiefly compiled and publiſhed for the * 


ſpiritual uſe and benefit of thoſe, who are ſo careleſs and ignorant A 


- 
— 


* of the eſtate of their ſouls, as ſcarce ever to give themſelves a right 


thought about it. And alſo for thoſe who are either too happy or 1 


too buſy in the things of this life, they have no time or inclinatiun, 


10 be at any pains to ſeek after the things which would make for 
heir everlaſting peace. 1 CLI „„ gt 
Asain, it hath been often obſerved, when things of this kind have 

been preſented to adult perſons, men or women, after reading over 

the litle- page they reply, © Ay, it is a very pretty book ; it will ſerve 
my little boy or girl to re 7 — Alas! my brother or ſiſter, this is 
only a ftratagem of that old ſerpent the devil, to prevent you and 
many from coming to the light and knowledge of ſalvation. In- 


deed there are many things adapted for children ; but this 1s de- 


gned for thoſe from fix to ſixty years of age. Therefore in 

_ NE na? 25 2 Aae 2 much for us, let me 
intreat every one of you, into whoſe hands this may fall, firſt to give 

zt a ſerious reading, and then in God's name recommend it to your 

children, your ſervants, and all your Acquaintance, ( eſpecially the 

careleſs). Tis will be a chriſtian action, a work of importance, 


as it may be a means, with God's bleſſing, of awakening ſome poor | 


ſinners to ſee their wretched eſtate, and point out to them the way to 
efeape that eternal wrath of God, which will certainly fall upon 


every one, that-hath not an intereſt in the merits of Cbriſi, who 


live and die in their fins. And whoever receives any benefit from 
it, give God the glory, through Teſus Chrift our Lord, 
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KK - and Unconverted. 

1 Wc? \ | 5 . 
Bäelored Brethre n LES 
= ITH a chriſtian concern for all mankind, but 
7 _ eſpecially for you who are careleſs (and conſe- 
„ quently ignorant of the ſad eſtate and great danger you 
7 are in) this little book is earneſtly recommended, hoping 


. that the Lord, who is rich in mercy unto all that ſincerely 
© call upon him, will bleſs what is here offered, and make it 


„ profitable to your Souls, by convincing you of the great evil 

„% ol fin, and lead you, by ſincere repentance, to a pardon- 

1 ing God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © - 

14 Let me intreat you then by the mercies of God to conſi- 

"3 der theſe Things, that you may live no longer careleſs ang 
„ ignorant of your danger: For Careleſneſs is the mo- 
11 ther of ignorance, yea of the groſſeſt ignorance, whichhath 
ne & plunged many thouſand ſouls into all manner of fin, —_ 

de And death, both temporal and eternal. For ſin is the cauſe _ 
1 of all the evil and calamities that now doth, or that ever did 
he befal mankind, fince the day that fin and death firſt entern? 
ge, ed into the world by the diſobedience of our firſt parents; 
or for which God turned them out of Paradiſe, and laid a 
% —curſe upon the whole earth. See Gen. iii. 17, 18.—8in 


on cauſed God to drown the old world by a flood; for the Lord | 
ho ſaw that all fleſh had corrupted his ways upon the earth, Gen. : 
m vi. 12.— For their abominable ſins 5 the cities 
{ of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimſtone, Gen, xix. 

' —He likewiſe overthrew many other cities and much peo- 

ple, even amongſt his own choſen, for their great wicked- 

neſs and idolatry. ' And likewiſe in all ages, even down to 
this preſent time, hath God cut off many thouſands of peo- 

ple, by ſword, peſtilence, famine, earthquakes, &c. And 

have not we of this nation as great reaſon, to fear God's 
heavy diſpleaſure falling upon us, for our manifold fins and | 
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ar id the diſregard of the good laws of o our own nation 


t hoſe grievous fins ſo hateful | in the fi 3 
| £ 500d men, when we have all the. advantages of aſl = 
1 earning, and all other proper means to make us all wiſe, 
5 ? The anſwer is plain. It is. dance 1 
And unbelief in God, and the ings of God, 3 
Firſt, Ignorance, of the. holy peut the eternal word of N 
Cod, Which. was Written for gur benefit and, ür or — 


- — 3 


g od and happy 


ve rily.— I' his i is a general and a juſt complaint, and a great : 
concern to many ſincere chriſtians. —dceing theſe things are 
, it may be uſeful to enquire what is or can be the cauſe b 


continue . 


x vby ſo many men amongſt us fall into, and 10 
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ight of God. 


2% err, fays,gur Lord, not knowing. the {cripture, tor the. Poiver 
ef Gad, Matt. xxii. 20. Ngw. if we, oy. not. the ſerip- 
n ure, nor: believe them to; 4 Sg, from 
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they cannot ſee: the hand of the Lord in it! 
men had but the leaſt fear, or belief, that God would, on 


f 2 never dare to live ſuch careleſs, profane lives. 
19 


The moſt common and molt prevailing fins ag us, 
ul are, I, That abominable, wicked, and unprofitable prao- 
ſe, . tice of profane ſwearing, curſing, and taking God's name | 


ce in vain; for which the Lord our God has declared, he will 
# mot bold them guiltleſs. 
of bauchery. And 3. Miſ-ſpending and profaning 1 the Lord's 
— . day: And there is not a greater or plainer mark of infideli- 
er ty, and decay of all religion, than when the bleſſed Sabbath 
w- | (which the Lord our God has ſo expreſſy commanded to be 
we kept holy) is ſo little regarded, both by rich and poor, 


tle as it may ſeem) ſo hurtful and pernicious to the ſouls of 
men, as that of miſ-ſpending this day: 
ders the coming to the knowledge and practice of true reli- 


profaneneſs of every kind. The devil (our ſubtle enemy ) 


week. (O brethren, be not ignorant of his devices). 
| on one Sabbath-day than on a hundred common days put 
together, chiefly on account of the great liberty all young 
people and ſervants have on this day, who too commonly 
ſpend it very idly and unprofitably for their ſouls. And, 


and themſelves (as they too much do) ſet ſuch bad exam- 


us, O Lord, but with Nn, not in thine anger, * tow: 

bring us 10 nothing... ET 
It is from this diſregard of the bleſſed Sabbath, t 

| es not only our ſtreets incumbered with poor miſer 

crying and ſelling their goods, but even houſe and hoþ- 


great diſgrace and ſcandal of a chiiſtian name and. nation. 
And, as the preſent lord biſhop of London obſerved in one 
Pr his late diſcourſes, great care has been taken to MR 
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| day, call to an account, and puniſh the wicked and ungod- : 
ey for all their wicked words and ungodly deeds, they would 


2. Drunkenneſs, revelling, and de- 


is young and old. And there is no one vice whatſoever (lit- 
For it not only hin- 
gion and piety, but alſo greatly increaſeth irreligion and. 
has more buſineſs on this day than on all the days of the 


” wu 2 


there is more wickedneſs practiſed, and ſins committed up- MK 


4 while maſters and miſtreſles of families give ſuch liberties, 3 


ples before their ſervants and children, it is no wonder that 
Yooſh iniquity, like water, thus runs down our ſtreets. Correct | 


keepers, eſpecially in all kind of eatables, and publicans ſet 
open their doors and windows as on common days, to the 


: 
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wickedneſs and guilt, but little or none to prevent it.“ No 
nation hath better laws, or more men in power; and yet no 
nation hath ſo few, that care to put them in practice, except 
they make a trade of it; till lately, it hath pleaſed God, of 


cee Chriſtians to attempt this glorious work, and prevent 


ving a ſinful nation from deſtruction, and many ſouls from ( 


: . | . * "I 45 3 
ſo engaged on this day about their ordinary buſineſs or cal- 1, 
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his infinite goodnels, to put it into the hearts of a few ſin 


{ 
the ſabbath being ſo openly and ſhamefully profaned bj , 
wicked and ungodly people. May the Lord ſtrengthen W / 

3 


them, and proſper their labour of love, which may be a 


means in God's hand (as a miniſter lately obſerved) of ſa- 
eternal condemnation. Such as before, have always been 


ling, they had no time to go to God's houſe, and ſeek the . 
ſalvation of their ſoulss. | „„ 


And beſide theſe public and bare-faced offenders, there fr 
are many tradeſmen, who privately- work at their feveral th 
occupations, without any regard to the ſabbath z not con- Þ © 
«1dering that the omnipreſent God beholds all their actions, re 
and will aſſuredly call every one of them to a ſtrict account. da 

O! men and brethren, conſider theſe things; and let eve- of 


ry one of you aſk yourſelves, Why do Ido thus or thus, and / 
ſin againſt God? Ts it for covetouſneſs, and filthy lucre's ſake? me 
or do you do it in oppoſition to God, becauſe you like it,, 7½ 
and uſe yourſelves to do it? Covetouſneſs is idolatry; and Þ / 
money is the root of all evil. And what would it profit a [gy 

man to gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul? % 


But again, hath none but theſe few men any concern in thi; 


this important work? Yes verily, every one who calls him- ing 


ſelf. a Chriſtian ought, for Chriſt's fake, and the ſake of e- nc; 
very foul of man, to aſſiſt all he can in it, and verily he {hall E ben 
not Joſe his reward: For they tat turn many from jm unto bre: 
righteouſneſs, ſhall fhine as the ſtars of heaven for ever and ever, mer 
Dan. xii. 3.—If any one ſhould aſk, What can I do?-I an-Þ der 
ſwer, Firſt pray to God for his aſſiſtance; and, if thou art Goc 
a maſter or miſtreſs of a family, firſt by your own example, to of 
then by a ſtrict charge to your ſervants or children, neither curl 
ſell nor buy any thing on the Lord's day; for this rule will 
ever ſtand good, If there were no buyers, there would be no read 
ſellers. And the ſcripture declares, that they who wink at, 7in4z 
or encourage men in breaking of God's commandments, (the 


are equally guilty before God. O! brethren, ſays the apo - ¶ that 
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ſtle, be ye not partakers of other men's fins, And ſecondly, bre- 


thren, as you allow of no unneceſſary work to be done by a- 
ny of your family on the Lord's day, ſo you ſhould alſo be 
Careful to allow of no kind of indolence within doors, nor 


pleaſure-taking without ; but that the day may be wholly 
employed to God's glory, cloſing the evening with your fa- 
mily in reading God's word, praying, and ſinging of Pialms ; 


ſo ſhall God bleſs and proſper you in all your doings in this 


world, and make you eternally happy in the world to come, 

It is amazing that people who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians, or even thoſe who live where the word of God 
is ſo publicly preached, can ve fo ignorant of, or rather re- 
bellious againſt the juſtneſs of God's law, as to regard it 
ſo little. For your better information and inſtruction, I 
will inſert a few plain texts of ſcripture on this head, both 
from the Old and New Teſtament; and may the Spirit of 


| the Lord accompany them home to your hearts and con- 


ſciences——ln various places of the Old Teſtament we 


read of God's ſtrict command about keeping the ſabbath- 


day, 1 Gen. ii. 2. we read, after God had finithed the work 
| of cfeation, te Lord re/ted the ſeventh. day, bleſſed, and hal- 
# lowed it. And therefore God ſaith to all the children of 
men, Remember the fabbath-day to keep it holy: fix days ſhalt 
| theu labour and do all thy work, but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath 
of the Lord thy God, Exod. xx. 9. to be fo remembered as 
long as the world fhall endure, /n 7t thou ſhalt do no manner 
/ workz carry no burden, take no journey, or do any 
thing that may either diſhonour God, or prevent our wait- 
ing upon him in his holy ordinances. Not for God's be- 
ncfit, no; he needeth nothing of us, but for the good and 
1. Þ benefit of our own fouls. Therefore whoever wilfully 
breaks the ſabbath, or miſpends it in any unlawful employ- 
ment, is a breaker of God's holy law, and is therefore un- 
der the curſe of the law, and obnoxious to the wrath of 
God; as the next ſcripture informs us, which I beg of you 


to obſerve. In the 27th and 28th of Deuteronomy are ſeveral 
curſes denounced again{t ungodly perſons, and in the 26th. 
verſe is ſummed up the whole in theſe words, which we 
read alſo in Gal. ii. 10. faying, Cur ſed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things that is written in the book of the law, 
(the ten commandments) to do them. All of them, and 
that as long as we live; for he who breaks any one conimand- 

Fes | 3 | 5 met, 
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went, fays St. James, is guilty of all. Who then can be ſa- 
ved, ſeeing we have all broken God's commandments ? 


The bleſſed goſpel teacheth us, that no man ſhall be ſaved, 
or juſtified before God by the works of the law, (let a man 


Keep them as ſtrict as he can) but by faith only in Jeſus 


_ Chrift, who fulfilled the law for us. But here again lies 
the whole matter to be obſerved. —T hat faith, by which we 
muſt be ſaved, St. Paul tells us, Rom. x. 17. comes by hear- 


i ug, and hearing by the word of God preached. So then, my 


| brethren, it is plain, whoever doth not attend the preach- 


ing ofthe word of God, hath none of this faith, and there- 


fore is not in the way to be ſaved; neither from the guilt and 


power of fin in this world, nor from the eternal puniſhment 


of it in the world to come. O think on this, ye care- 


Teſs finners, ye that forget God. Will you ſtill live in your 


_ fins, die in ignorance, and fo be for ever baniſhed from the 
| Preſence of the Lord, when there is a way wrought out for 
your eſcape, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who came into 


Þ - = hs world, ſuffered and died to fave loſt finners, and who 
now invites all to come unto him for pardon and peace, ſay- 


ing, I am the way, the truth, and the life ; and whoever comes 
unto me, (by fincere repentance) I will in no wiſe caft cut, 


Iuohn xl. 6.? And this ſame Jeſus, (ſays the apoſtle Paul) 


after his reſurrection, aſcended up into heaven, ſat down at 


G — 


EX fon for us. 
O my dear brethren, that I could now, in the moſt 
tender expreſſions of love, perſuade you to forſake your 


the right hand of God, and there ever liveth to make interceſ- 


ſüunful ways, and return unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
mow waits to be gracious—Twurn ye, turn ye from your inigui- 
Lies; for why, O ſinners, why will you die in your ſms? As I 
Axe, faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of a. ſummer. 


And what can God ſay more to his creatures? 
DOD ye diſtreſſed poor, think not that your poverty will ex- 
cuſe or licenſe you to live in fin, and in the breach of God's 


commandments, no ſurely ; that is the very thing which | 


occaſions your poverty and diſtreſs ; as J have before obſer- 
ved, fin is the cauſe of all our affliction. The curſe of 
God lieth upon you, and all that you have, while you con- 
tinue in wilful fin, ſee Deut. xxvii!. 16, 17.” But you will fay, 
What muſt I do then for food, raiment, and other neceſſaries 
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of life? Hearken unto what Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, Matt. 


vi. 33. Seel ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, 


and all other things ſhall be added unto you. All things, ne- 
ceſlary, both for your ſoul and body. And faithful is h 
that hath promiſed ; he certainly will do it. 


O ſinners! be advis'd, your folly ſee ; 

Return to God, and he'll return to thee: 
No longer thus rebel againſt the Lord, 

Come to. his houſe, and hear his gracious word : 

Your loving Lord invites—do not deny ; 

O why, ye careleſs ſinners, will ye die? 

'They who repent in time, ſhall Mercy have; 

For there is no repentance in the grave; 

As the tree falleth, ſo it's doom'd to lie: 


6 And they that die in fin, for ever die. 


And now to improve this opportunity, and make this 
little piece as uſeful as poſſible, I will make two or three 


6 ſerious remarks. 


Firſt, We are ſufficiently taught from the holy ſcripture, 


and the opinions of all ſerious men, that there is certainly 


a life after this; and that every departing ſoul muſt go ei- 
ther to a place of happineſs, or a place of miſery, called hea- 
And that all mankind, both high and low, 
are now (through this ſtage of life) haſtening to one of 
And yet, how little are ſome concerned a- 


Secondly, It is acknowledged that every thinking per- 


ſon many times hath a deſire to die the death of the righ- 
teous, and to be happy with them hereafter. 
the moſt profane will tell you, they alſo have a Hope of 
ſalvation; yet it is moſt amazingly ſtrange, how few (even 
| were chriſtianity is profeſſed) ever rightly conſider this 
| point, and give themſelves little or no concern to know up- 
on what foundation that hope is grounded; for it is writ- 


Yea, and 


ten, the hope of the hypocrite ſhall periſh ; and ignorance, as well 
as unbelief of the goſpel, ſhuts many ſouls out of the 
kingdom of heaven. EO ODS. 
There is no other way, or means, to eſcape eternal 
death, but by a ſincere repentance towards God, and faith 


68 


in our Ton Jeſus Chriſt ; as the following ſcriptures plain 
5 in 85 us. Which I pray God to enable you to under- 
ſtan: 

The precepts and doctrines of the goſpel are founded up- 
on theſe two great truths ; the depravity and corruption of 
human nature, tarough the fall of our firſt parent Adam 
and it's reſtoration by the ſuſferings of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
came into the world to ſave ſinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. The ſerip- 
ture (ſays St. Paul) hath concluded all under fim : that the pro- 
miſes, by 1 8 in Jeſus Cb iſi, might be given to them that: be- 
reve, Gal. iii. 22. Rom. iii. O. And this is the condition 
of our ſalvation or Oy with God : To repent, and 
believe the goſpel. See Mark i. 15. John iii. 15, 16, 18. 
Acts xvi. 21. Therefore, wavever expects, or hopes to 
have any part in this great jalvation, muſt be, firſt, con- 
vinced of theſe great truths ; ſecondly, ſee their wants; and 
thirdly, come unto God as poor, loft, helpleſs finners ; 
and be juſtified by the free grace of Chriſt, applied to their 
fouls by faith, or they have no part or Jot in this matter. 
By grace are ye ſaved, through fe 4%, ſays St. Paul, not by 


bor, left any man fhiuld boa it, Eph. ll. 8, 9. He that be- 


heveth on the fon of Goa, ſays dt. John, hath everlaſting liſe; 
he that believeth not the fon, ſhall nit ſee life, but the wrath 77 
Ged abideth on him, Joha vi. 38, 30. 

Thus it is plain, our eternal happineſs depends on our 
having a right knowledge and faith in Jeſus Chriſt, But 
this is God's work, and f not in our own power to do. 
Both repentance and faith are the gift of God; and muſt 
be wrought in us by his Holy Spirit, in the ule of the 
means. O ſeek the Lord then while he may be found ; 


call upon him while he is near: Loſe no time to get an in- 


tereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, leſt your day of grace ſhould be paſt, 
and grim death ſhould meet you in an unprepared and un- 
expeRted hour, and fend your trembling ſouls into everlaſt- 
darkneſs, never to fee the ſmiling face of heaven. 
0 conſider of theſe things, I beſeech you, for Chriſt's 
ſake, and for your own ſoul's ſake. Eternity is not to be 
trifled with. Conſider how many years you have lived to 
ourſelf, to the world, and to the devil; determine now 
(with God's aſſiſtance) to begin this year to live to his 
glory, that you may live with him in glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Having 
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Having in the foregoing part of this diſcourſe chiefly ſpo- 
ken to careleſs ſinners, I will now ſpeak a few words to 
thoſe of you, my brethren, who are advanced ſome ſteps 


farther. Vou who have not barely the name, but likewiſe 


the form of godlineſs. You read the ſcripture, hear ſer- 
mons, uſe prayer, and attend the bleſſed ordinances of God. 
Glorious privileges indeed | What people or Nation under 
heaven, beſide, enjoy ſuch bleffings, ſpiritual and tem- 
poral particularly the goſpel of Chriſt, ſo freely and fo. 
publicly preached among us, by men truly called of God, 
and affiſted by his divine Spirit? The Lord increaſe their 
number, and may every one that nameth the name of Chrift, 
depart from miyutty, | | | 
It was a wite ſaying of the prophet Iſaiah, hen the ꝓudg- 


| ments of the Lord are in the earth, ſays he, the inhabitants of 


the World will learn righteouſneſs, Iſa. xxvi. 9. This then 1s 
the acceptable time, this the day of ſalvation. . But alas! when 
we look around us, how few (comparatively ſpeaking) do 


vue ſee that ſeem thus to have learned of God; that have 


rightly emproved theſe opportunities. Bleſſed be God, 
there are ſome who are truly convinced and converted to the 
true faith of the goſpel ; while others are as ignorant and 
as blind as ever. Pride, felf-knowledge, and unbelief, 
makes thoſe men even ſpurn at the goodneſs and long-ſuf- 
ferance of God, jeft at his threatened judgments, reject his 


_ counſels, and ridicule the meſſengers of his word. And 


may not God yet viſit for theſe things f may he not be a- 
venged of ſuch a people as this? Yes, hiſtory informs us, 
this has often been the caſe, thoſe people, who, after fo 
many warnings, would not hearken to God's word, have 
afterwards felt the ſeverity of his rod. The Lord grant 
this may not be our caſe ; but that we may humble our- 
ſelves under his mighty hand, acknowledge our fins, and 
implore his pardon for all our paſt offences, that his wrath, 
which is now kindled but a little, may be turned away. 
That theſe bloody wars, (which yet ſeemeth to threaten fur- 

ther deſtruction) may, through his good providence, end in a 
happy and glorious peace; not only between earthly prin- 
ces, but a peace between us ſinners, and our much offend- 
ed God. And, as God has been fo gracious to us, thro' 


the 


5 (10) — 
the joint and earneſt prayers and ſupplications of the few 
faithful, in ſome meaſure to give us the victory over our 


enemies; and, in many other caſes, hath graciouſly-deli- th 
vered us, even from peſtilence and fearcity of bread. <* 
Let us (as is our bounden duty) not forget to render“ 2 

7 


him our moſt humble and hearty thanks for the ſame.“ 
And that he may ſtill continue to be our friend, and our 
ſure rock of defence, let us alſo continue our prayers daily 
unto him, not only for ourſelves, but for all mankind, | 
And never grieve him more, either by returning again into 
our old courſe of ſin, or the neglect of our duty. Vor it ie 
in that ſeperates between us and our God. But let not the proud] 
and ungodly of this nation flatter themſelves too much with Þ 
further hopes of ſucceſs, except they alſo reform their lives, Þ 
and return unto God by a hearty repentance : For natio- 
nal fins require national repentance; of which, at preſent, 
there are but little ſigns. May we not, with ſome proprie- 
ty of expreſſion, uſe the words our Lord ſpake of old, The 
harveſt is truly greai All things ſeem ripe for ſome mighty 
change. And it is the opinion of ſeveral learned men, 
(who have examined the prophecies of the Old and New P* 
Teſtament, together with the ſigns of the preſent times) 
that theſe great events and wonderful changes, which the 
ſcriptures declare ſhall come to paſs in theſe latter days, are 
already begun. Bleſſed and happy will they be, and only 
they who have been ſo wiſe to obey God's gracious calls 
to repentance, who have forſaken their ſins, and gotten an 
intereſt in the meritorious blood of Chriſt: For the bare 
name of a chriſtian, or the form of godlineſs, without thefj 2? 
inward life and power. will ſtand us in no ſtead at the 
day of judgment. And thoſe perſons who ſhall be found fo 
_ fooliſh at that day, as to have refuſed and neglected theſe 
bleſſed opportunities of laying hold on eternal life, it were 
better for them had they never been born : the days of 1g- 
norance ('tis ſaid) God winketh at; but where the Lozd n) 
has ſown much ſeed, he certainly expects to reap much 
fruit, O! how will it fare with thoſe, who have lived, 
perhaps, ten, twenty, or thirty years within the found ot 
the bleſſed goſpel, and are not converted thereby, but re- 
main as inſenſible and as unconcerned as ever? Not being 
born again of the Holy Spirit, they have no ſpirit ua 
Life in their ſouls, having all their ſenſual paſſions: 


a 
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our 
jeli- their unchanged hearts. 
cad. carth it will go hardeſt with theſe. Vea, (as our Lord 
nder] faid of ſuch, in the days of his fleſh) it ſpall be more 
me. 1lerable for the ſinners of Sodom and Gomorrah. in the day of 
our J*Ugment, than for you, Matt. x. 15. 
Jaily | 13 | 8 
Ine many, eſpecially thoſe who think of little elſe but of 
into this world and its pleaſing enjoyments ; and likewiſe the 
1t 1 225 n 
round much ado about religion, making the way to heaven much 
| broader than he (2 is the way, the truth, and the life) has 
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all their luſts and worldly-mindedneſs ſtill reigning in 
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Surely of all people upon the 


I know ſuch diſcourſe will ſound very harſh in the ears of 


outward formal Chriſtians, who think there needs not fo 


But how little ſoever ſome men may regard theſe things ; 
ridicule and deſpiſe both the advice and the adviſer, it mat- 
ters not; God is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
The ſame juſt, holy, and unchangeable God, who will 
truly deal to every man according to his works. Even in 
this life, the righteous ſhall be preſerved, and the wicked 
puniſhed ; but much more in the great day of account, 
(which is now drawing on apace) when the whole race of 
mankind, frym Adam, ſhall appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt. - Then the wicked and ungodly ſhall be ſent 
away into everlaſiing puniſhment ; but the righteous into bife eter- 
nal, and everlaſting felicity, Matt. xxv. 41, 46. 5 

O brethren, do not take me.to be your enemy, becauſe 
I ſpeak ſo plainly. I tell you the truth. Do not deceive 
yourſelves with vain imaginations; every one is not a Chri- 
ſtian, that is ſo outwardly. Men may call themſelves what 
they pleaſe ; aſſent and conſent to all the truths of the go- 
ſpel, talk much of their faith, and the like; but true ſa- 
ving faith (as well as repentance) is the gift of-God ; not 
a natural, but a divine ſupernatural Gift : And is not in a- 
ny man's power to attain by his own natural abilities, wiſ- 
dom, or education, without the grace and ſpirit. of Chriſt, 
both working with us and in us; as the. ſcripture and our 
church declares. VVV | 

A man may be morally good, ſober, honeſt, and juſt. 
to all men, yet have no true religion; no, not one grain 
of true ſaving faith. He may read the Bible through an 
hundred times, and yet know nothing of the 8 of 
it. (Theſe things I ſpeak from my own experience). Nay 

| 72 8 1 farther; 
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(12 ) | | 
farther; a man may go to church, ſacrament, faſt, pray, 
and give alms of all he hath, (as did the Fhariſees of old) 
and yet at laſt be ſhut out of the kingdom of heaven, read 
Matt. v. 20.0 firs! religion (or true godlineſs) does 
not conſiſt in head-knowJedge, not in doing no harm, nor 
in doing much good, nor in all theſe put together, (as too 
many vainly imagine); but it conſiſteth in humility of ſpirit, 
and in faith which worketh by the love of God, through 
Chriſt, purifying and creating an inward change in our 
hearts; enabling us to abſtain from ſin, to love God, and 


Chriſtian: and which no man, in a natural, unconverted 
ſtate is able to do, and yet ſuch a change muſt be wrought 
in us, or we ſhall never ſee the face of heaven, as our Sa- 
viour has expreſsly declared, ſaying, Ye muſt be born a- 
gain of the Holy Spirit. Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of hea- 
en. See John iii. 3, 5. Matt. xviii. 3. 

God is Love. Heaven is love. And that religion which 
only can bring us to heaven, mult be a religion of love, or 
we can never dwell there. 


They who in life ne'er knew a Saviour's love, 
Can ne'er unite with righteous ſouls above, 

W ho ſweetly join, in Hallelujahs ſing 

Eternal praiſes, to their God and King. 


The Lord enable every one of you, my dear brethren, to 
ſtrive earneſtly for ſuch a religion as this, and not to reſt in 
a bare name, or in any outward forms or means, until you 
obtain ſuch a faith and knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt as may 
fill each of your hearts with the peace and love of God 
3 world; the ſure hope of eternal happineſs in the 

orld to come. Which is the earneſt deſire and prayer of _ 
your ſincere friend, = 
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keep his commandments. This is the whole duty ofa | 
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